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New definition and classification of dance music
Kim, Eun-soo - Kookmin University

The purpose of this study is to present a fundamental standard for dance music
research by suggesting a new definition of dance music and classifying it. Through
this research, it has been proven that dance music includes all sounds from tradi-

tional to modern digital sound to express dance.

Therefore, this study newly defines dance music as ‘total sounds used in dance’
and classifies it into four categories: ‘Music’, ‘Voice’, ‘Soundscape’, and ‘Effect
sound’ based on the unique characteristics of dance. Each of the four categories

has subcategories.

‘Music’: The temporal, spatial, vigorous, and visual image music. These are
considering the movement characteristics and the function of dance music.

“Voice’: song, narration, mouth noise, and shout. These can be conveyed
through the voices of the dancers as well as the singers.

‘Soundscape’: space sound for describing space, and ambient sound for the
environment.

‘Effect sound’: on-site sound, sound effect, and visual sound.

(key words) definition of dance music, classification of dance music, voice, soundscape, effect sound
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