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Characteristics and utilizations of F. Chopin's works as dance music
Kim, Eun-soo - Kookmin University

F. Chopin is a composer who expressed the emotions of the Romantic era in
music. His works contain romantic images and moods. These characteristics are
related to the dance emotion, so his works are effective in dance music. Therefore,
this study aims to examine the characteristics and utilizations of F. Chopin's works

as dance music.

The characteristics of F. Chopin's works could be classified into four catego-
ries. First, he expressed romantic imagery through absolute music. His absolute
music had something in common with dance beyond language. Second, he ex-
pressed the freedom and passion of the Romantic era by using the piano's poly-
phonic characteristics, resonances, and delicate skills. These acoustic characteris-
tics are reminiscent of a fantastic stage in a romantic ballet. Third, he composed
folk dances as artistic piano pieces. They are instrumental pieces based on folk
dances, not as accompaniments. Lastly, his music is inherent in literary character-

istics. It is a literary work expressed in sound and a dance music with synesthesia.

The utilizations of F. Chopin's works in dance can be considered into four cat-
egories. First, expressing abstract images: to extend his music to various sounds.
Second, combining with literature: to connect his works with dance scripts and
storytelling. Third, creating for dance music: to utilize as a model for composition,
arrangement, and production for dance music. Finally, utilizing as background

music: to use his works as background music suitable for the story of dance.

(key words) F. Chopin, dance music, abstract images, pianism, literary character, synesthesia,
folk music, background music
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