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Abstract

The Study on separation of dance curriculum is a
precondition to dance education normalization in
elementary and secondary schools

Kim, Wha-suk (Wonkwang University)

This study aims to establish a concrete basis for an answer to a question why the
separation of dance curriculum is required for normalization of dance education. To this
end, we investigated problems of dance education that is being carried out in elementary
and secondary schools under the current 7th curriculum in Korea and examined the trend
of global art education.

Since dance is currently treated as a part of physical education curriculum from the
third grade in elementary school through high school, it can hardly achieve its original
goals. Dance classes are taught by teachers with physical education teaching certificates;
therefore, it is less likely for dance education to achieve its specificity.

In elementary and secondary education aiming at education for the whole man, art
must be made a compulsory course, not an elective course. All students have the right to
be taught art education. Dance, which is now handled in physical education subject, should
be made independent as an art course, and it should be taught by dance specialists.

When the following problems of Korean dance education are institutionalized by
administration system, we could expect normalization of dance education.

1. Separate dance subject and adopt ‘art’(dance, fine art, music, play) as every citizen’s
common subject.
2. Establish the nation’s standards for dance education.
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3. Introduce an independent system of ‘dance teaching certificate’ for dance department
graduates.

4. Operate a ‘dance-exclusive teacher system’ in elementary school.

5. Revise statutes concerned(elementary and secondary education law enforcement
ordinance).

The current climate for education overly stressing scientific knowledge for production
is apt to give rise to students’ emotional deprivation. Art education, which is like
fresh-water to them, will be able to pull out their potentiality that is hidden deep inside
and to develop their ability to express themselves and their creativity. Furthermore, it is
educators’” responsibility that provides students with an environment where they can
receive a richer and more practical education by approaching diverse cultures and arts of
their historical inheritance.

To provide students with opportunities of experiencing diverse art genres through
school education is a paradigm for a new art education that is essential in this age and a
demand for education in the 21st century.
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