Abstract

The Study on a Paradigm for Dance Curriculum
of Higher Education in 21st Century

Shin Eun-kyung (Ewha Womans Univ.)

The images of globalized dances, ethnic dances, multi-culturalization, and
internationalization are penetrating into dance education, dance criticism, dance media and
others. These ideas are rapidly spreading over our fluid society and being theorized by
dance educators, dance scholars and artists. It seems that the 21st century will be unified
by “world dances.” A country which is not equipped with knowledge and cultures will
surely fall behind the times when countries are competing with others in knowledge and
information, and cultures. Korean universities are no exception. Such a situation does not
call for gradual changes but radical innovation which shall alter the paradigm of dance
education. Every university is expected to attempting to change its entrance examination
system, introduce the departmental school system and the multiple-major system,
reorganize its administrative structure, and conduct self-evaluation. However, such an
attempt is not being applied to the real education curriculum. In this situation, a university
must answer to these questions: How can dances re-defined? How can we prove the
rightfulness of dances comprising other academic disciplines?

At this juncture, this thesis is aimed to find out the problems of dance education in
universities and demands for the change in dance education, and general requirements for
the improvement of university dance curricula. The findings of this thesis are listed in the
following:

First, the dance department (school) of a university should exchange its school system
and academic affairs with other major domestic and overseas universities based on
benchmarking for internationalization, and set up curriculum with a focus on professional
knowledge at the international level as well as on social issues such as the use of leisure
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time.

Second, the dance department (school) of a university should make an effort to plan
its changes and cooperation, be prepared for planned changes, and execute and maintain
the changes. Universities should recognize, encourage, and pursue the enhancement of the
quality of overall dance education while inferring and maintaining the thoughts of the
academic system of dances. It should also be prepared for the opening of universities and
for cooperative education in dances with social education institutions and dance-related
industries.

Third, the concept of art education should be applied to all the subjects of dance
education. Accordingly, the art education should be conducted with a focus on
choreography, not on practical skills stressed in the past, and on the connection of all the
artistic forms of dance.

Fourth, the art education shall be executed in a development-directed manner,
concentrating on the primary characteristics of post-modern concepts such as the
interactions among various phases of dance training and on understanding of art education
process and changes.
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